MATTHEW GIBNEY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
UNDER GODS PROTECTION

Pre-Primary
Parent
Informartion
Booklet

2026

Teacher: Mrs Gina Nickels

Education Assistants: Mrs Sylvie Spadaccini, Mrs Danielle Fanetti,
Mrs Jenny Iffla and Mrs Jennifer Moore

Email: gina.nickels@cewa.edu.au

Principal: Mr Clinton Payne
Assistant Principails: Miss Christina Zurzolo
Finance Officer: Ms Laura Cutting

Office Administrator: Mrs Julie West

To LEARN Successtully - To LIVE Faithfully - To RESPECT the Dignity of Others




School Times

8:40am — 10:50am Session One
DURING SESSION 1 Crunch & Sip
10:50am — 11:10am Recess
11:10am - 1:10pm Session Two
1:10pm — 1:50pm Lunch
1:50pm - 3:05pm Session Three
3:05pm Home time

PRE-PRIMARY Morning Procedure

v Put homework folder in faction tub outside the classroom

v' Bring water bottle, crunch & sip inside and place on faction frolley

v" Children are encouraged to get a book and sit on the mat OR do the
assigned morning activity if required

PRE-PRIMARY Days to Remember

Monday:

Tuesday: [talian & Library Borrowing Day (students need their library bags)
Wednesday: Performing Arts

Thursday: Italian & Physical Education (students need to wear sneakers)
Friday: Science & Health

PRE-PRIMARY- Special Days/Events to Remember
v Awards & Class Assemblies: Assemblies are held in the undercover area on
designated Fridays at 9am. Please check the school calendar for more
information.
Our Class Assembly will be on the FRIDAY 20 th NOVEMBER

Labelling Clothes, bags, drink bottles etc....

Please ensure all items are labelled with your child’'s name, including shoes & socks
and hats & jumpers. School bags need to also be clearly labelled, and a
distinguishable item aftached so that your child is able to identify their bag easily.

Crunch and sip: Children require fresh fruit or vegetables for crunch and sip. This
needs to be in a small container and preferably not something that is messy. Thisis to
be placed onto children’s faction trolley at the beginning of the day.

Recess - 10.50am:

A healthy snack is required forrecess, such as fruit (fresh/dried), vegetables, cheese
and crackers, yoghurt, muesli bars etc. (no potato chips, lollies or chocolate for
recess please). This needs to be in children’s bags and preferably in a separate
container from their lunch so children know what they are eating at this time.

Lunch - 1.10pm:
A healthy lunch is encouraged such as sandwiches, wraps, fruit and vegetables.

**The school requests that no children bring nuts, peanut butter or other nut-based
spreads **
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Assessment & Reporting

e Term 1 - Parent Teacher Interviews by request

e Term 2-Parent Teacher Interviews (early close 39 June) & Mid-Year Reports

e Term 2- Open Classroom (8 May 9 — 9:30am)

e Term 4 - Parent Teacher Interviews (early close 18h November) & End of Year
Reports

Parent Teacher Communication

e For parent/teacher interviews to be successful, it isimportant that you arrange an
appointment with the teacher. | encourage you to speak with me about your
concerns no matter how small they may seem. An interview request can be
made by seeing me or alternatively you may find it easier to email me. You do
not have to wait until Parent Teacher Interview Day to have a meeting with the
teacher.

e Any emails throughout the year will receive aresponse within 24 hours.

e Parents willreceive an SMS for merit awards

Behaviour Matrix

With Christ as our example and the teachings of the gospel as our guide, we at
Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School work together to live faithfully, learn
successfully and respect the dignity of others. Our Student Code of Conduct states
that EVERYONE has the right to: Be Safe, Be Peaceful, Be Courageous and To Belong.

Every staff member will create a POSITIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT where children
are given the opportunity to be connected and engaged in all learning. Class
expectations are agreed upon and displayed at the commencement of the year to
provide clarity of expectations. A whole school approach will be consistently
followed.

The whole school approach is based on 4 levels, clearly setting out behaviours,
actions and procedures, and which staff are responsible for dealing with these
behaviours. The full Behaviour Matrix is found on the school website in the parent
handbook and will also be sent home via seesaw.

PRE-PRIMARY Positive Behaviour

In class we have a positive behaviour program to recognise outstanding behaviour
and achievement through verbal praise, whole-class recognition/presentation
and/or merit awards at assemblies. In the classroom students may also receive
reinforcements for achieving beyond classroom expectations through:

e Stickers

e Notes to parents

e Visit to Principal

e Faction tokens (whole school program)
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Homework

Comprehension Books & Home Readers

e Reading every night will be optimal

e Try to find opportunities to discuss the book with your child.
¢ Reading Eggs and Mathseeds are optional

News:

e This willcommence as of WEEK 3. Children will be allocated a day fortnightly, and
there will be a topic for each fortnight. This will all be posted on Seesaw and on
the noticeboard outside the classroom.

Seesaw
e Seesaw will be used regularly to display in-class work, notices and event
information related to Pre-Primary.

Communication:

There is a diary inside the classroom. Please write in the diary if you need to advise
on anything, particularly if there is a change to home time pick-ups. PLEASE NOTE
that it is important you have stated those people collecting your child at any given
time on your child’s information sheet.

Children are to bring their homework folders every day. Notes and letters from the
office will be sent home in this folder and as the year progresses, children will bring
home picture books with comprehension cards as was done in Kindy. Information
regarding home readers will be given out later.

Literacy:

Pre-Primary this year will commence the Initialit Literacy Program. The InitiaLit
program is an evidence-based whole-class literacy program providing all children
with the essential core knowledge and strong foundations to become successful
readers and writers.

Toys:
Please do not encourage your child to bring toys to school. It is much better if these
are left at home. Your support regarding this would be very much appreciated.

Birthdays:
Children are more than welcome to bring chocolates (Freddo Frogs) or cupcakes to
share for their special day. PLEASE NOTE that it needs to be nut free.

Excursions & Incursions

Excursions and incursions are planned at various times throughout the school year to
enhance the teaching and learning cycle. A permission slip with details outlining the
incursion / excursion will be sent home in advance. Children who do not return their
permission slip with a parent/guardian signature by the due date will not be
permitted to participate.

Children are expected to show respect and courtesy to all adults accompanying
the group and always wear full school uniform. For safety and supervision reasons,
any child misbehaving prior to or during an excursion may be excluded from the
outing.
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If your child has a special medical condition, please make sure thisis up to date with
admin.

Our Parent Representatives for 2026 are: Emmilly Row and Teresa Neylon

Parent Help Roster:
This will commence later in the term once we have settled into a routine.

As a valued member of our community, your time and commitment is very much
appreciated!
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