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Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School

UNDER GOD'S PROTECTION

To LEARN Successfully e  To LIVE Faithfully ¢  To RESPECT the Dignity of Others
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Matthew Gibney School Prayer

Loving Father,
Help us to live like our Patron,
Matthew Gibney.
May we be strong in faith,
gentle in heart,
and willing to make
Jesus Real in our world.

We ask this,
through Christ our Lord,

AMEN
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CONTACT INFORMATION

; Email admin@gibney.wa.edu.au

m Website gibney.wa.edu.au

0 Facebook @matthewgibneycps

My Email Renae.Armstrong@cewa.edu.au


https://www.google.com/search?q=matthew+gibney+catholic+primary+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_enAU1036AU1036&oq=matthew+gibney+catholic+primary+school&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIMCAEQLhhDGIAEGIoFMg8IAhAuGEMYsQMYgAQYigUyDAgDEC4YQxiABBiKBTIMCAQQABhDGIAEGIoFMgYIBRBFGEEyBggGEEUYPDIGCAcQRRhB0gEINTMzNWowajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:admin@gibney.wa.edu.au
mailto:Renae.Armstrong@cewa.edu.au
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Principal: Mr Clinton Payne

Assistant Principal: Miss Christina Zurzolo

Renae Armsirong Fiona McDonald Finance Officer: Ms Jennifer Cotton
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Our Vision at Matthew Gibney

Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary is committed to providing each child with the
opportunity to learn successfully, live faithfully and to respect the dignity of others.

Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School strives to:

O encourage individuals to live the values of Christ on their faith journey.

Q support and encourage parents in their role as prime educators of their children.

Q foster involvement between the family, school, parish and community.

O provide the opportunity for each child to develop their spiritual, intellectual, physical,
emotional and social potential.

O provide positive educational experiences in which the uniqueness and self-esteem of
each individual is developed and appreciated.

O support our community in their awareness of the need to respect and care for all
creation.

“Under God's Protection”
This was Bishop Matthew Gibney's motto.
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Early Childhood Charter

At MGCPS, we believe that each child is unigue and will develop at their own pace in which individual differences are
appreciated and respected ‘Under God’s Protection’. We integrate faith and life into all aspects of school life and we lead
by example, using Jesus as our role model.

At MGCPS, Educators are actively present and engaged in providing experiences which will be developmental, holistic and
sequential where self-regulation is encouraged. We are committed to ensuring that children are provided with experiences which
relate to individual intelligence and at an attainable level of success.

The pedagogy in the early years will strive to cater for individual differences, backgrounds and cultures by being flexible
through carefully and purposefully planned experiences which promote enquiry, exploration and creativity. This will enable
children to be confident and involved life-long learners by developing imagination, curiosity, commitment and persistence.

The school environment will reinforce the early year’'s pedagogy by being stimulating, balanced and well-resourced, providing
opportunities that encourage children to take ‘safe’ risks and develop resilience. We aim to create a welcoming environment
where all families are respected and actively encouraged to contribute.

Our Educators recognise that families are children’s first and foremost influential educators and therefore positive
partnerships are essential. By valuing knowledge, working collaboratively with open communication and mutual respect, positive
and frusting relationships between staff, student and parents are built and valued.

Working with the EYLF, The Kindy Curriculum Guidelines, the Australian Curriculum and the National Quality Standard, and responding
to evidence-based research and practise, educators continue to review this charter ensuring that this remains a viable living
document.
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Learning

Pre-Kindergarten

Our Pre-Kindergarten program is guided by the Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF). It focuses on supporting young children’s
learning through play-based experiences that foster a strong sense of Belonging, Being, and Becoming. Educators create nurturing,
inclusive environments where children feel safe, valued, and confident to explore and express themselves. Through intentional
teaching and responsive interactions, children develop early skills in communication, social relationships, and problem-solving. The
curriculum encourages curiosity and creativity while promoting independence and resilience, laying a strong foundation for lifelong
learning and a successful tfransition to school.

Play and learning

Play is important because it is the child’s ‘work’. Play is most effective if it is shared in a warm relationship in the real world (as
opposed to the virtual world of computers, television, play stations, etc). Play is not an organised activity like football, swimming
lessons, ballet, etc. Whilst these are worthwhile activities, they are not play. It is through play that children make sense of their world. It
is the world in which they learn to socialise, problem-solve, discover their creativity and independence.

Play is having fun. The children can play alone or with other children. In the first years of life the “wiring” of a child’s brain is very
important as it is this ‘wiring’ that builds the basic capabilities of the brain. In Pre-Kindy the children will be exposed and intfroduced to
many varying play experiences.
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Faith Development in Early Childhood
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Pre-Kindergarten

In early childhood, faith development is informal. It is a process of developing awareness, growth and nurturing the child’s spirit. At
school we strive to provide an atmosphere where “God talk” permeates as a natural part of the day in conversation, story, song and
play. Teachers also try to make links between the child’s developing understanding of God and the child’s sense of play and curiosity.
For example, when looking at a mini beast or a beautiful flower, the children are encouraged to wonder and use the spontaneity of
the moment to make a simple link to God, the creator of all. Through these links, the children discover, at their own pace, that God

is present with us, God made everything, and God loves and cares for them. We say a simple thank you prayer before we eat our fruit,
lunch, at the beginning and end of our day.
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What to Expect

The first term at Pre-Kindy is an important time for each child. For some, it will be their first experience away from home and their
immediate family.

53

It is a time when they:

e Venture info a new environment.
* Meet and learn to frust.

* Mix and share with other children.
* Work in a group situation.

Our primary aim is to make sure that Pre-Kindy is welcoming, safe and happy because your child’s positive self-confidence is
important

o their development.

You can support your child by;

* Talking about the positive experiences they have at Pre-Kindy.

* Sending your child to Pre-Kindy regularly and punctually.

* Showing an interest in what your child does at Pre-Kindy.

* Praising their efforts and positive behaviour.

* Talking to and reading to your child as often as possible.

* Discussing with us anything which will help us to understand your child.




MATTHEW GIBNEY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Separation Anxiety

All children have to learn to cope with temporary separations from their parents. Learning to be apart can be difficult for parents
and children. However, both benefit from spending time apart and with other people. Some of the children attending sessions will
be distressed when their parents leave. This is called “separation anxiety” and is often displayed by three and four year old’s. In
some cases, the distress will re-emerge when the parent collects the child at the end of the session. This is because the sight of the
parent has brought back the memory of being left. Separation anxiety occurs because the child does not yet feel safe to be
away from people they know and trust. Therefore, it is important to quickly build that trust. Trust can be built by showing the child
that you, the parent, trust the teacher and are comfortable in leaving them at school. Spend some time chatting with the teacher
while the child plays nearby. When the child sees you trust the teacher, they will begin to frust the teacher, too.
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Please be aware that the best way to handle separation anxiety is to remain positive and encouraging and to alert the staff that
your child will need some support. Then, kiss goodbye once, smile, say ‘Good-bye, have a great day’, and leave swiftly. You are
welcome to call and check if they have recovered. If we don’t call you that means your child has settled quickly. When you pick
them up, please be on time and celebrate the events of their day and help them to look forward to the next Pre-Kindy session.

Share information with the teacher about the child’s routines, ritual, fears and the sort of night they had. This means we will be well
armed with information about the child.

Remember, separation anxiety is part of many three and four year old’s development.
It will eventually pass, if managed well.
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Classroom Routines

Classroom routines are very important in our Pre-Kindy program because they provide structure, security, and opportunities for
learning in an age-appropriate way. Our day follows a structured routine, which helps children feel safe at school as they can
predict their day. A day in the life of a pre-kindy student could look like:

e%

Parent/ Child morning table-top activities
Mat session
Ovutdoor play
Munch and Crunch
Indoor play
Library visit
Outdoor play

Mat session

Indoor play
[

g Lunch

Quiet time

Home Time



MATTHEW GIBNEY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

& Building Selt-Management Skills

In our Pre-Kindy classroom, developing self-management skills is a key focus, as young children are just beginning to understand and
express their emotions. Through nurturing relationships and consistent routines, we support children in building emotional literacy - the ability
to identify and name feelings in themselves and others. As their self regulation skills grow, they learn strategies to manage emotions, such as
taking deep breaths, seeking help, or using words instead of actions.

Fostering independence in our Pre-Kindy classroom is important because it helps young children develop confidence, a sense of
competence, and a positive attitude toward learning. At this age, children are eager to “do it myself,” and providing opportunities for
independence - such as choosing activities, dressing themselves, or helping with classroom routines - builds their self-esteem and problem-
solving skills. Independence also encourages responsibility and persistence, as children learn to try new things and manage small
challenges on their own.

These early experiences lay the foundation for positive social interactions, resilience, and confident learning as children move toward
greater independence.

How you can help:

You can help build independence and self-regulation at home by creating a supportive environment that allows children to make choices
and practice responsibility. Encouraging simple tasks like dressing themselves, packing their bag, or helping set the table. This fosters
confidence and a sense of competence. Having consistent routines at home helps children understand expectations and manage
transitions calmly. This could be a consistent approach to bedtime that is predictable each night. When challenges arise, model self-
regulation by staying calm, naming emotions, and guiding children to use strategies such as deep breathing or problem-solving. This could
sound like ‘| can see that you feel sad about dad leaving for work. Let's take three deep breaths and find a fun activity to do’. Through
patience, encouragement, and consistent guidance, children learn to manage their feelings and actions, developing the foundation for
independence and resilience.
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® Housekeeping

Arrival of your child - Doors open at 2a.m.

Children must be supervised by an ADULT before and after the commencement of each session. Please do not play on the
playground during this fime.

Morning Routine

1. Children are to bring their Munch and Crunch into class and place it in their named cubby. On the first day please bring in their
towel and hat and place in their named cubby as well. This will then stay in class.

2. Children place their water bottle onto the water trolley.

3. Children are to choose an indoor table activity, book or a puzzle. Parents are encouraged to stay for 15 minutes, or if you need to,
leave straight away.

4. The teacher will ring the bell at approximately 9.15am, when the children are called to the mat, briefly say a quick goodbye and
depart promptly.
Dismissal - The Pre-Kindy day ends at 2.45p.m.

At the end of each session please wait on the veranda and children will be gradually sent out to you. Remember to check the
artwork and newsletter file located outside.

e Children will only be dismissed to a parent or other authorised carer.



MATTHEW GIBNEY CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

& What to Bring

Rest Mat
Each child requires a rectangular beach towel as a rest mat. Please keep these to a small rectangle size so the children can fold
them and store them in their cubby.

School Bag and Library Bag
A bag large enough to contain your child’s creations and masterpieces, their spare set of clothing, including underwear, lunch box and
separate container for morning tea. Please clearly label your child’s bag with their name. The children will need a library bag for book
borrowing. This can be a reusable bag, like a Coles shopping bag or can be purchased from the uniform shop.

Food Containers and a Water Bottle
Your child will need a Crunch and Munch container and a Lunchbox. The Crunch and Munch is their ‘recess’ and will need
to be big enough to fit a fruit or vegetable item, crackers and cheese as an example. For lunch, children will need a
container big enough to fit a sandwich, more fruit and/ or vegetables, yogurt, cheese, crackers etc.

Clothing
Clothing should be comfortable and easy to move around in. We have a Matthew Gibney Early Years T-shirt and jumper available for
purchase through the school uniform centre in 6 different colours however, this is NOT compulsory. Shorts, trackpants and a t-shirt are the
best choices. Please do not send your child to school in their best clothing. Learning and discovering can be messy and we do not want
items ruined.

Hat
Each child requires a hat to play outside. This can be a hat from home, or you can purchase a Matthew Gibney bucket hat from
school.

Shoes
With support, children will take off and put on their own shoes and socks. Therefore, please send your child in enclosed footwear that
is easy for them to manage. Socks and shoes with velcro may be the best choice.
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Examples of Uniform T-Shirts

Uniform Shop Open
Thursdays 9am
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Communication

e Email

* Face to Face
* Phone Call

e Seesaw

Teacher/Parent

e Email
yXelaallaVixel(=1al) e Phone Call
e SMS

. e Email
Sport/Community « SMS

/P&F News > SEESELY
* Facebook P&F & Class Page Groups
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Whole School Communication Platform

Seesaw

Seesaw is a phone or computer platform that will
be used to communicate between parents and
teachers across 3YOK to Yearé6.

Teachers will ensure that reminders are consistently
maintained and updated.

Teachers will privately message families via
Seesaw.

Seesaw will be used regularly to display in-class
work, assessment results, project work, daily
notices, event Information and learning intentions.

Protocols for Seesaw

1.

O~ W

Teachers use Seesaw's Announcements tab to
communicate classroom information to
parents/caregivers.

. Teachers and parents/caregivers will use Seesaw or

email to contact each other about child specific
information.

. Please contact ADMIN for all student absences.
. Please ‘like’ your child’s journal entries freely.
. Work samples and photos that contain your child may

be shared freely as you wish. However,
parents/caregivers are not to share photos or videos
that contain other students in the class as this is @
breach of the school’s Privacy Policy and Code of
Conduct. Whole class or group photos must not be
downloaded and shared with others. We ask that you
please respect the privacy of other students in the
class.
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lIness, Special Needs, Allergies & Medication

o B B

Do not bring Please inform us in Please complete a

unwell children writing of any Student Medication
Request/Record Form —

allergies, special )
fo school. 9 P available from the
needs or :
) ) office.
medication.

C

All medication
must be stored
securely in the
school office.

60

Children with asthma
or an EpiPen must
have a Medical
Action Plan.
Refer to Admin.

Children must not attend school if they are unwell.
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Food at Matthew Gibney CPS

CRUNCH ‘N’ SIP NUT FREE
LIMIT PLASTICS A small piece of fruit or veggie Please avoid bringing nuts
sticks for a mid-morning snack and nut products to school
0
im @ %

WATER: All students should have a water bottle at school each day. Water bottles can be refilled from the
cold-water fountains.
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Parent Help

Parents can play a valuable role in their child’s
educational experiences by partnering with the
school.

BIRTHDAYS

Feel free 1o send in an individually
wrapped treat for your child’s
birthday, e.g. Freddo Frogs.
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We look forward in partnering with you on your
child’s learning journey!

Untet orise
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