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UNDER GOD’S PROTECTION 

To LEARN Successfully    •     To LIVE Faithfully     •     To RESPECT the Dignity of Others  



Matthew Gibney School Prayer

Loving Father,

Help us to live like our Patron,

Matthew Gibney.

May we be strong in faith, 

gentle in heart,

and willing to make 

Jesus Real in our world.

We ask this, 

through Christ our Lord,

AMEN



CONTACT INFORMATION

Telephone 6216 8400

Email admin@gibney.wa.edu.au 

Website gibney.wa.edu.au 

Facebook @matthewgibneycps

Kindergarten Nicole.smith@cewa.edu.au

https://www.google.com/search?q=matthew+gibney+catholic+primary+school&rlz=1C1GCEU_enAU1036AU1036&oq=matthew+gibney+catholic+primary+school&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIMCAEQLhhDGIAEGIoFMg8IAhAuGEMYsQMYgAQYigUyDAgDEC4YQxiABBiKBTIMCAQQABhDGIAEGIoFMgYIBRBFGEEyBggGEEUYPDIGCAcQRRhB0gEINTMzNWowajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:admin@gibney.wa.edu.au


Meet Our Kindergarten Team

Nicole Smith

Teacher

Lucy Marchetti

Education Assistant

Fiona McDonald

Education Assistant



Our Vision at Matthew Gibney
Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary is committed to providing each child with the 

opportunity to learn successfully, live faithfully and to respect the dignity of others.

Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School strives to:

❑ encourage individuals to live the values of Christ on their faith journey.

❑ support and encourage parents in their role as prime educators of their children.

❑ foster involvement between the family, school, parish and community.

❑ provide the opportunity for each child to develop their spiritual, intellectual, physical, 

emotional and social potential.

❑ provide positive educational experiences in which the uniqueness and self-esteem of 

each individual is developed and appreciated.

❑ support our community in their awareness of the need to respect and care for all 

creation.

“Under God‘s Protection”

This was Bishop Matthew Gibney’s motto.



At MGCPS, we believe that each child is unique and will develop at their own pace in which individual differences are appreciated and 

respected ‘Under God’s Protection’. We integrate faith and life into all aspects of school life and we lead by example, using Jesus as 

our role model.

At MGCPS, Educators are actively present and engaged in providing experiences which will be developmental, holistic and sequential 

where self-regulation is encouraged. We are committed to ensuring that children are provided with experiences which relate to individual 

intelligence and at an attainable level of success.

The pedagogy in the early years will strive to cater for individual differences, backgrounds and cultures by being flexible through 

carefully and purposefully planned experiences which promote enquiry, exploration and creativity. This will enable children to be confident 

and involved life-long learners by developing imagination, curiosity, commitment and persistence.

The school environment will reinforce the early year’s pedagogy by being stimulating, balanced and well-resourced, providing 

opportunities that encourage children to take ‘safe’ risks and develop resilience. We aim to create a welcoming environment where all 

families are respected and actively encouraged to contribute.

Our Educators recognise that families are children’s first and foremost influential educators and therefore positive partnerships are 

essential. By valuing knowledge, working collaboratively with open communication and mutual respect, positive and trusting relationships 

between staff, student and parents are built and valued.

Working with the EYLF, The Kindy Curriculum Guidelines, the Australian Curriculum and the National Quality Standard, and responding to 

evidence- b a s e d  research and practise, educators continue to review this charter ensuring that this remains a viable living document. 

Early Childhood Charter



The Matthew Gibney Kindy program will cover all learning domains within the KINDERGARTEN CURRICULUM GUIDELINES specifically developed by the 

School Curriculum and Standards Authority to facilitate the optimal learning and development of Kindergarten children in Western Australia. It is based on 

the key ideas, principles and practices of the EARLY YEARS LEARNING FRAMEWORK FOR AUSTRALIA (EYLF). EYLF is part of the Council of Australian 

Government’s reform agenda for early childhood education and care, and is a key component of the Australian Government’s National Quality 

Framework.

Play and Learning

Play is important because it is the child’s ‘work’. Play is most effective if it is shared in a warm relationship in the real world (as opposed to the virtual 

world of computers, television, play stations, etc). Play is not an organised activity like football, swimming lessons, ballet, etc. Whilst these are worthwhile 

activities, they are not play. It is through play that children make sense of their world. It is the world in which they learn to socialise, problem-solve, discover 

their creativity and independence.

Play is having fun. The children can play alone or with other children. In the first years of life the “wiring” of a child’s brain is very important as it is this 

‘wiring’ that builds the basic capabilities of the brain. In Kindy the children will be exposed and introduced to many varying play experiences. Through 

play children learn many of the following:

Literacy and Numeracy

Every week students will participate in a planned Literacy and Numeracy Activity. Numeracy activities will vary depending on the content intended for 

the children to learn and will occur daily. The Literacy program is based on the ‘InitiaLit’ phonological awareness and letter introduction program 

which occurs every day. Both Mathematics and Literacy lessons are short but frequent throughout the week.

Kindergarten Curriculum



Gross Motor Program

Curriculum



Faith Development in Early Childhood 

In early childhood, faith development is informal. It is a process of developing awareness, growth and nurturing the child’s spirit. At school we 

strive to provide an atmosphere where “God talk” permeates as a natural part of the day in conversation, story, song and play.

Teachers also try to make links between the child’s developing understanding of God and the child’s sense of play and curiosity. For 

example, when looking at a mini beast or a beautiful flower, the children are encouraged to wonder and use the spontaneity of the moment 

to make a simple link to God, the creator of all. Through these links, the children discover, at their own pace, that God is present with us, 

God made everything, and God loves and cares for them. We say a simple thank you prayer before we eat our fruit, lunch, at the 

beginning and end of our day.

Social and Emotional Learning

Kimochis is a social-emotional learning and character education program—the Kimochis® early childhood curriculum.  Kimochi means 

“feeling” in Japanese. The curriculum is based on research documenting that when instruction in building social, emotional, and 

behavioral skills is provided at a young age, there is a positive effect on how children problem-solve and interact with their peers later in 

life. Your child will learn how to recognise and manage emotions, demonstrate caring and concern for others, establish positive 

relationships, make responsible decisions, and handle challenging situations constructively. We will have fun and practical lessons each 

week that will teach your child these skills and more!

Curriculum



Classroom Routines

The children are offered activities which are chosen to promote developmentally appropriate ideas and concepts, with a 
focus on the development of Literacy, Numeracy, fine and gross motor skills. These activities are completed voluntarily so as to 
enable the choice to remain in important constructive play. Your child is encouraged but not forced to complete activities.

Daily schedule: Our daily schedule allows the opportunity to engage in both inside and outside play with varied educational 
resources.

Mat Session: Whole class sharing and building class community through greetings, prayers,
discussions, stories, phonemic awareness activities, math activities, poems and songs.

Indoor Play: is centred around play-based learning centres such as interest tables, blocks, puzzles, maths equipment, dramatic 
play, reading area, writing area, information technology, creation station, construction, collage and the light table.

Outdoor Play: focuses on play-based learning similar to indoor learning centres but also allows more scope for water play and 
gross motor play and skills such as running, skipping and balancing play. The focus outside is also on interacting with nature and 
caring for plants as it is done through our vegetable and herb garden.

Morning Tea and Lunch: Shared meal times give a positive message about healthy eating and allows for social interactions and 
building relationships.

Quiet Time: All children relax quietly for 30 minutes in the afternoon to ‘recharge their batteries’. 



Classroom Routines



Arrival of your child

Doors open at 8.50am.

Children must be supervised by an ADULT before and after the commencement of each session. Please do not play on the playground 

during this time.

Morning Routine

1. Children are requested to hang up their own bag on their allocated hook and place their morning tea and water bottle in their cubby. 

2. Children are to choose an indoor table activity, book or a puzzle. Parents are welcome to stay for 10 minutes, or if you need to, leave straight 

away. 

3. The teacher will ring the bell at approximately 9am, when the children are called to the mat, briefly say a quick goodbye and depart 

promptly. 

Dismissal

The Kindy day ends at 3.00pm.

At the end of each session please wait on the veranda and children will be gradually sent out to you. Remember to check the artwork and 

newsletter file located outside.

• Children will only be dismissed to a parent or other authorised carer. 

Housekeeping



What to Bring
Rest Mat

Each child requires a rectangular beach towel as a rest mat. Please keep these to a small rectangle size so the 

children can fold them and store them in their cubby. 

Bag
A bag large enough to contain your child’s creations and masterpieces, their spare set of clothing, including 

underwear, lunch box and separate container for morning tea. Please clearly label your child’s bag with their 

name.

Library Bag
The children will need a library bag for book borrowing.

Hat
Each child requires a hat to play outside. This can be a hat from home, or you can purchase a Matthew 

Gibney bucket hat from school.

Homework Folder
The children will need a homework folder for bringing homework home.

Library Bags and Homework Folders are to be purchased through the uniform shop.



Communication

• Email (24-hour turnaround)

• Face to Face

• Phone Call

• Seesaw

Teacher/Parent

• Email

• Phone Call

• SMS

Admin/Parent

• Email

• SMS

• Seesaw

• Facebook P&F & Class Page Groups

Sport/Community

/P&F News



Whole School Communication Platform

Protocols for Seesaw

1. Teachers use Seesaw’s Announcements tab to 

communicate classroom information to 

parents/caregivers. 

2. Teachers and parents/caregivers will use Seesaw or 

email to contact each other about child specific 

information.

3. Please contact ADMIN for all student absences. 

4. Please ‘like’ your child’s journal entries freely.

5. Work samples and photos that contain your child may 

be shared freely as you wish.  However, 

parents/caregivers are not to share photos or videos 

that contain other students in the class as this is a 

breach of the school’s Privacy Policy and Code of 

Conduct.  Whole class or group photos must not be 

downloaded and shared with others.  We ask that you 

please respect the privacy of other students in the 

class.

Seesaw is a phone or computer platform that will 

be used to communicate between parents and 

teachers across 3YOK to Year 6.

Teachers will ensure that reminders are consistently

maintained and updated. 

Teachers will privately message families via 

Seesaw.

Seesaw will be used regularly to display in-class 

work, assessment results, project work, daily 

notices, event Information and learning intentions.



Uniform – Kindy and Pre-Primary
• Pre Kindy 

• Library bag & school bucket hat

• Kindergarten (no set uniform)  

• Play clothes.  

• Sandals are acceptable but no thongs. 

• Library bag, homework folder & bucket hat

• Pre-Primary 

• Matthew Gibney T-Shirt

• Matthew Gibney Faction Colour T-Shirt

• Black velcro sneakers are preferable to lace-ups. 

• Library bag, homework folder, headset &faction bucket 
hat

• Spare clothing and underwear that is kept in school bag

Uniform Shop 

Open 

Thursdays 

9am



Illness, Special Needs, Allergies & Medication 

Children with asthma 
or an EpiPen must 
have a Medical 

Action Plan.  
Refer to Admin. 

Do not bring 

unwell children

to school.

Please inform us in 

writing of any 

allergies, special 

needs or 

medication.

Please complete a 
Student Medication 

Request/Record Form – 
available from the 

office.

All medication 

must be stored 

securely in the 

school office. 

Children must not attend school if they are unwell.



Food at Matthew Gibney CPS

LIMIT PLASTICS
CRUNCH ‘N’ SIP

A small piece of fruit or veggie 

sticks for a mid-morning snack

NUT FREE
Please avoid bringing nuts 

and nut products to school

WATER: All students should have a water bottle at school each day. Water bottles can be refilled from the

cold-water fountains.



Parent Help

Parents can play a valuable role in their child’s 
educational experiences by partnering with the 

school. 

BIRTHDAYS

Feel free to send in an individually 
wrapped treat for your child’s 

birthday, e.g. Freddo Frogs. 
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