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Good evening everyone and welcome to the 2024 Ma�hew Gibney Catholic Primary School 

Annual Community Mee�ng. 

As 2024 draws to a close, this also coincides with the conclusion of my family’s twelve year 

associa�on with the school and my tenure of service on the school advisory council, as my 

youngest child now graduates and journeys on to high school. On a purely personal note, I 

would like to very sincerely thank all those members of staff and the school community who 

have helped to shape the lives of my own children over these years. 

This year we fondly farewelled Mrs Therese Hussey a,er her four and a half years of 

principalship at the school and we warmly welcomed Mr Clinton Payne who has taken the 

helm. I would like to thank them both for their dedica�on to ensuring a seamless transi�on 

with minimal disrup�on to the opera�ons of the school and we look forward to Mr Payne’s 

vision and energy guiding the school in future years.  

The school con�nues to remain in a healthy financial posi�on throughout 2024 and into 

2025 and the School Advisory Council Treasurer Sarina Messang will provide further details 

within the treasurer’s report.  

This year has seen the construc�on of the new toilet block adjacent to the early learning 

areas and which has provided the school with much needed addi�onal girls, boys, and 

accessible toilet and shower facili�es to support the needs of our school students both now 

and into the future.  

We also saw the opening of the new dedicated science laboratory at the start of this year, 

and soon to commence classrooms refurbishment project. 

As has been the trend over recent years, student enrolment numbers are indicated to 

con�nue remaining strong into 2025, with the school having only minimal vacancies across 

all year groups. The ongoing strong demand for enrolment at Ma�hew Gibney is a reflec�on 

of the quality reputa�on the school has within the local community.  



The P&F and their support network have con�nued to work hard to provide valuable 

community events throughout the year, along with successfully raising significant funds 

which will be put to great use at the school and their efforts are enormously appreciated as 

always.     

I would like to thank Dianne Cook who has taken over the Parish representa�ve role this 

year and who has con�nued to provide a valuable link between the school and the St Francis 

of Assisi Parish keeping us abreast of the ac�vi�es of the Parish and vice versa. 

This year also sees us farewelling our parish priest Father Joseph Rathnaraj who transi�ons 

into re�rement. We have been blessed with the ongoing guidance and wisdom he has 

imparted to our students over the years, and we sincerely thank him for his dedica�on to 

the school and parish.   

Finally, I would like to thank my fellow members of the school advisory council for 

volunteering their �me this year to both the school advisory council and the respec�ve sub-

commi�ees, and I wish them well as they con�nue into 2025. I strongly encourage all 

members of the school community to reach out to the members of the school advisory 

council to provide your feedback and become part of the vision for the school in the future.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Neil Pescud 

School Advisory Council Chair 

Ma�hew Gibney Catholic Primary School 

20th November 2024 


