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At Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School, we recognise our role in supporting parents as the
primary educators of their children and thus believe that strong connections between parents,
school and parish are essential. The quality of these connections requires respect for the
individual, honouring the dignity of each other and reverence for our faith. Our aspiration
therefore is to be a place where, every child has the opportunity to learn successfully, to live

faithfully and to respect the dignity of others.

1. CATHOLIC IDENTITY

Our Year 6 students received the Sacrament of Confirmation on Friday, 9™ August. The
celebration was let by Fr Joseph and Fr Minh Thuy, Episcopal Vicar for Clergy. The students
were well prepared and were so reverent during the celebration. An acknowledgement
of the efforts of Karen Keddie and Jordyn Dalton in preparing the students and the Mass.
An exira special thanks to Teresa Aldred and our Matthe Gibney Choir for the beautiful
singing throughout the Mass.

As a school we celebrated a special prayer service for the Feast of St Mary of the Cross
MacKillop.

Our Year 3 students are in the final stages of preparing to receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. Our Parent Workshop was held on Wednesday, 14" August.

As aschool, we celebrated the Feast of the Assumption of Mary at St Francis of Assisi Parish.
It is wonderful to gather in our local Parish Church and gather as one community. Thank
you to Karen Keddie for her preparation and to our choir for once again enhancing the
celebration with their singing.

Our Year 4 and 5 students have celebrated their class Masses.

Thank you to the Year 5 students, led by Christina Zurzolo for their community outreach
through their Milo Mornings. This is a very visible way of our calling to serve those in need.

2. EDUCATION

As a group of educators, we continue to look at our agreed Vision for Learning and ensure
our classrooms and teaching and learning programs encourage success for all our
students.

Our students have carried out some standardised assessments in Grammar and
Punctuation, and Writing. As a staff we will look at this data to review our practice in these
strands of Literacy.

Our combined Choir performed at the Performing Arts Festival on Wednesday, 215t August.
The students performed so beautifully. The judges awarded them with a certificate of
Excellence. Thank you to Teresa Aldred for her efforts in preparing our students.
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Our Book Week Parade was a highlight of the term. It was wonderful to see the effort and
creativity that went into the various costumes. We appreciate our P&F providing prizes for
our classes.

Our school held its annual Athletics Carnival. The students participated in the various
events and tried their best. A special thanks to Alysha Emanuele for organising and running
the carnival. Thank you also to the staff and parents that assisted in the set up and various
roles throughout the day.

We celebrated Indigenous Literacy Day on Wednesday, 4 September.

In Week 9, Leadership will meet with classroom teachers to look at their assessments for
the term.

3.COMMUNITY

An acknowledgement of our P&F for all of their behind-the-scenes work contributing to
the building of our school community and culture.

Our P&F prepared a delicious Father’s Day Breakfast for our dads and students. So much
effort goes into an event like this and we are extremely grateful to all who prepared,
cooked and serve. The community feel was outstanding and it was beautiful seeing the
students enjoying the time with their dads and father figures.

Thank you to Olivia Daly and Kaitlyn Gelmi for decorating our Library for Book Week.

Our Bunnings Sausage Sizzle is scheduled for this Saturday, 7 September. Thank you to all
who have helped with the organisation and preparation, and to all who have volunteered
to attend and assist.

2. STEWARDSHIP

Karen Keddie and Christina Zurzolo attended the Catholic Assistant Principal Association
Conference.

I met with all our Education Assistants in Week 7 to discuss their role and contribution to
our teaching and learning programs. These meetings were so beneficial and will
contribute to our future planning. This week as a staff we also celebrated Teacher
Assistant Appreciation Week!

Our school’s Leadership Team aftended CEWA's regional Leader’s Forum on Tuesday,
27t August. The main focus of the forum was the state’s lack of funding for capital
development for Catholic schools. This will become a major focus for the upcoming
state and federal elections.

As a staff we are reviewing our school’s Behaviour Management Guidelines and
Procedures to ensure a consistent environment for our students.
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