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Good evening everyone and welcome to the 2023 MaƩhew Gibney Catholic Primary School 
Annual Community MeeƟng. 

I would like to commence my report by firstly acknowledging and sincerely thanking the 
great work that is conƟnually undertaken by all the staff and volunteers here at MaƩhew 
Gibney. I think everyone would agree that we are indeed truly blessed to have our children 
in a school where such a posiƟve and caring environment exists, and I thank all the staff and 
volunteers for the posiƟve impact that they play in all of our children’s lives.  

Throughout 2023 and heading into 2024 the school conƟnues to remain in a healthy 
financial posiƟon, and the School Advisory Council Treasurer George Coldham will provide 
further details within the treasurer’s report.  

This year has seen a number of capital improvement projects completed at the school, with 
the largest and most visible of these works being the expansion to the school carpark. I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank all the members of the school community for 
their paƟence and co-operaƟon during these works and with helping to ensure pickup and 
drop off for students was disrupted as liƩle as possible. The newly expanded carpark 
provides much needed addiƟonal parking spaces for the school community and especially 
for those without vehicles that were capable of accessing the previous gravel overflow area, 
which was becoming increasingly difficult to maintain in a safe state due to ongoing 
vandalism. Tree planƟng works within the designated spaces in the new carpark is scheduled 
to occur in the near future.  

Other capital improvement to the school this year included the modificaƟon and extension 
of the storage shed which is associated with the Kindy & Pre-Primary areas.  The new shed 
provides addiƟonal space for staff to safely store and access all the equipment required for 
this area.  

With the ongoing incorporaƟon of digital learning devices directly into daily classroom use, 
the exisƟng InformaƟon Technology Lab located within the library will shortly be converted 



and re-purposed into a dedicated Science Lab which will boost the school’s ability to provide 
enhanced learning in this area. 

As part of the schools ongoing development master plan, I can advise that construcƟon 
works are anƟcipated to commence at the end of January 2024 for a new toilet block which 
will be located adjoining the exisƟng Year 1 classroom and will service the early learning 
areas. This new toilet block will provide addiƟonal girls, boys, and accessible toilet and 
shower facility to support the needs of our school students both now and into the future. 
These works are currently expected to be completed by July 2024.  

The Schools InformaƟon and CommunicaƟon Technology Strategic Plan has been reviewed 
with an increased focus towards the safe integraƟon of technology to enhance teaching and 
learning across all areas of the school. As a major part of this strategic plan, we will see the 
introducƟon of a 1:1 device program commencing within the school for students that are in 
Year 4 next year. These students within Year 4, in 2024, will have access to a dedicated, 
school based, iPad device for their daily use, with the device remaining dedicated to them as 
they transiƟon through year 5 and year 6. 

Sustainability iniƟaƟves throughout the school will be one of the strategic focuses for 2024. 
The expansion of exisƟng school iniƟaƟves of recycling and re-use, along with further 
invesƟgaƟon and implementaƟon of iniƟaƟves such as rainwater tanks, solar panels and fruit 
or vegetable type gardens will be important to both enhance our connecƟon with the 
environment and reinforce the importance on reducing our reliance on natural resources.  

Student enrolment numbers for 2024 are anƟcipated to increase by three addiƟonal 
students, which will bring the total number of enrolled students from Kindy to Year 6 to 238 
students in 2024. For reference this represents an increase of 7 addiƟonal students since 
2022, 22 addiƟonal students since 2021 and 32 addiƟonal students since 2020 which shows 
the ongoing strong demand for enrolment at MaƩhew Gibney and which I believe is a 
tremendous reflecƟon of the quality of the school, and of all the staff, volunteers, and the 
extended community members who have a direct impact on making the school what it is.  

I would like to thank all members of the P&F and their support network for their enormous 
ongoing contribuƟon they make towards the school. Their fundraising efforts provide a 
valuable financial contribuƟon to the school each year and the high caliber of events that 
they organise and co-ordinate provide a tremendous foundaƟon for bringing the school 
community together throughout the year.     

I would like to thank Clare Arnold who is the Parish representaƟve to the School Advisory 
Council for her ongoing dedicaƟon to the relaƟonship we have with the St Francis of Assisi 
Parish. Clare provides a strong link enabling us to remain well informed of the acƟviƟes of 
the Parish and vice versa, and it has been excellent to have the aƩendance of parishioners at 
school events throughout the year. 

With the conclusion of this year, the School Advisory Council will farewell two long term 
members, in Narelle Gielingh and George Coldham. Both Narelle and George have provided 
numerous years of services to not only the School Advisory Council, but other areas of the 



school and I would like to take this opportunity to very sincerely thank them for devoƟng 
their Ɵme and service to the school community.   

Finally, I would like to thank my fellow members of the School Advisory Council for 
volunteering their Ɵme this year to both the School Advisory Council and the respecƟve sub-
commiƩees, and I look forward to conƟnuing in 2024.   

 

Thank you, 

 

Neil Pescud 

School Advisory Council Chair 

MaƩhew Gibney Catholic Primary School 

22nd November 2023 


