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2021 Annual Community Meeting Chairperson’s Report
Wednesday 24 November 2021

Good evening Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School (MGCPS) staff, parents and carers,
and P&F and Catholic School Advisory Council (SAC) members and welcome to the school’s
2021 Annual General Community meeting,.

Despite being another year of uncertainty due to the continuing challenges presented by the
COVID-19 pandemic, our school has experienced further growth and progression in 2021.
This, as a result of the experienced management of the school from its leadership team of
Principal Therese Hussey, and assistant Principals Di Scriven, and Karen Keddie, supported
by the positivity, health, and strength of the MGCPS community.

This year saw few changes within the MGCPS staff, with Louell Renzullo joining the staff in
a permanent capacity in the role of Finance Officer. I would like to thank Louell for her work,
along with other Finance Sub-Committee members, Therese, School Advisory Council
Treasurer Suraj Karki and member Glen Waddington in overseeing the school’s finances and
preparation of the 2022 school budget. Thanks to their custodianship, the school budget is in a
healthy state which will support the future growth of the school. I also thank both Louell and
Tania Kays for their work and efforts each day in providing the administrative support to the
school.

In 2021 the school prepared and finalised its Master Plan for the ongoing development of the
school over the next 10 — 15 years.

The Capital Development Plan for stage 1 of the Master Plan was prepared and sent to CEWA
for their consideration for funding in the 2022/23 financial year. This Capital Development
Plan covers the building of a small toilet block for Year 1 and Year 2 access along with
extensions to the Kindergarten and Pre-Primary classrooms.

MGCPS continues to strive to provide an affordable, quality, Catholic faith-based education
option for our community and to this end, the School Advisory Council remains very aware
of the need to continue to keep access to our school affordable for all families within our
school community.

In 2022 the school underwent both a cyclic review and principal review, both resulting in
very positive outcomes following the valued input from parent groups, including the
Advisory Council, P&F, and the parish.

This year, the School Advisory Council has added a “Student Well-Being” agenda item for
discussion at the SAC meeting. The council recognises and appreciates the significance of
student mental health, safety and wellbeing and recognises the importance of tracking



progress in this area at Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School to ensure this critical aspect
of school life receives ongoing focus and attention.

The SAC Marketing Sub-Committee has encouraged and supported several campaigns
including school open days, tours of the school for prospective new families, letter box drops
and social media campaigns, all with successful and positive outcomes, evidenced by another
year of growth in enrolments to the school.

I would also like to acknowledge that these positive results were achieved as the result of
significant efforts and leadership in the marketing of the school in the community from both
Therese Hussey and Karen Keddie.

Led by the canteen and uniform Sub-Committee and following a parent survey undertaken in
2020, 2021 saw a review of processes for both the canteen and uniform centre. This included
the introduction of online ordering and purchasing platforms which have received a very
positive take-up. A focus on opportunities to further improve these service offerings will
continue in 2022 in an effort to grow the usage of the canteen to ensure its ongoing viability.

The SAC has continued to work closely with our local St Francis of Assisi Parish, led by the
support of council parish representative Clare Arnold. The council continues to focus on the
importance of establishing close ties between the parish and the school community and have
been pleased with some promising progress in this area. I would like to take this opportunity
to thank the members of our parish for their considerable efforts in preparing the wonderful
food for the combined parish and school picnic held at the school on Sunday 22 October of this
year and to Clare Arnold for all her work in organising this whole of community event. The
day was a wonderful example of our school and parish communities coming together as one
community.

2021 saw MGCPS celebrate its 30th Anniversary with a number of events throughout the year.
These included a sundowner, the annual Matthew Gibney day celebrations packed with events,
and, following preparations by volunteers from our school community participating in a “busy
bee”, the construction of the 30th anniversary nature playground for the Kindergarten and Pre-
Primary play area, culminating with its official opening on Matthew Gibney Day.

To my fellow SAC members; Mike Feltham, Narelle Gielingh, Suraj Karki, Katie Pillera, Jaime
Smith, Paul Kaciuba, Clare Arnold, George Coldham, Diane Scriven, Karen Keddie, and
Therese Hussey, along with council secondees Neil Pescud and Glen Waddington. I sincerely
thank you for your time and expertise and the enthusiasm in which you contributed to the
council and respective sub-committees you were part of in order to positively advance the
SAC’s agenda to support the growth and fiscal stability of our school .

As we approach the end of the year the SAC farewells Suraj Karki. [ would like to take this
opportunity to thank Suraj for giving his valuable time and service to our school community
over the last almost three years as a council member.

On behalf of the SAC, I would like to thank the P&F executive and members for the wonderful
contribution they made to our school community in 2021 in organising and running several
successful community and fundraising events. I would especially like to thank the P&F for the
valuable financial contributions they have made to the school this year following on from the
wonderful fundraising efforts of the community over the past several years. These financial
contributions enable the school to purchase resources which greatly assist the school in



providing the students with contemporary learning resources without putting additional
financial burden on school families.

On behalf of the SAC members, 1 sincerely thank the wonderful staff and teachers of MGCPS
for the unwavering dedication and commitment you continue to show to students every day
and the tremendous work and effort you undertake each day of the school year to educate and
shape the learning of our children. This continued dedication to your careers and your craft will
have a lifelong positive impact on the lives of all our children.

Finally, with the youngest of my two children, Benjamin finishing his final year at MGCPS to
embark on his high school adventure at Mazenod College, this marks the end of my time as
MGCPS SAC (and formerly school board) Chairperson. Over the past seven (years) with the
board/SAC, six (6) as Chair, it has been a rewarding and personally enriching experience
serving this school community alongside such a wonderful group of community minded
people. I have felt very proud to be part of the MGCPS community and feel very grateful for
the opportunity presented to me to play a small role in contributing to this wonderful school
and its community.

As I have always said, | feel very fortunate for the opportunity my two boys had to undertake
their primary school education at MGCPS. 1 know both the academic and social development
and growth they experienced as students here has set them up with a strong foundation as they
continue on their school and personal growth journeys.

As my journey as primary school student parent comes to an end, whilst I look forward to the
next set of challenges, 1 feel a little sad to be leaving this school. I will always remember the
experiences | have had and the friendships [ have made during my time here, I and hope to
maintain an ongoing connection with MGCPS. I wish this school and community all the very
best as it moves forward with its very promising future.
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Gavin Hogg

Advisory Council Chair

Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School
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