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NEWSLETTER  No. 14 
17th May 2018 

Dear Parents, Friends and Students 
 

Last Friday the school community gathered to celebrate 

the wonderful gift of Mothers at a special Mass that was 

held at St Francis of Assisi Church.  Instead of a homily, 

Father Francis invited a mother and a grandmother to 

present a reflection on motherhood from their perspective.  

Both reflections were powerful witnesses to both the 

sacrifices and joys that motherhood brings.  Thank you to 

Michelle and Mary for your willingness to share your 

thoughts and feelings on this wonderful privilege.  I would 

like to thank Mrs Keddie for organising the beautiful Mass.  

Part of the Mass was a reflection from our Kindy, Pre-

primary and Year 1 students on why they loved their 

mums.  Thank you to the staff for facilitating this.  I would 

also like to thank the P&F who organised the little gifts for 

each mother as they left the Church, for organising the 

morning tea and to the many families (probably mothers!) 

who brought along a plate of food to share.  I hope all our 

mothers were spoilt last Sunday and had a special day 

with their children. 
 

Last Monday, on our pupil free day, the staff spend this 

time beginning work on our new strategic plan and the 

school’s evangelisation plan.  On Wednesday the school 

board and members of the P&F gave some valuable input 

into the development of the strategic plan.  It is hoped 

that both plans will be released by the end of the year at 

the annual community meeting.  I would like to thank the 

staff, the school board and the P&F members for being 

part of this process. 
 

This week the students in Years 3 and 5 have been 

involved in NAPLAN testing.  Many of you would have 

“And afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 

prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on 

my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days. 
(Joel 2:28-29) 

seen a lot of media energy around this with much of it 

being very negative.  We have been very proud of the 

way our students have tackled NAPLAN this year.  The 

students have participated in the online version this year 

and have completed it with very little fuss.  We have 

stressed to the students that this is a one off test that 

takes place on one day and it doesn’t test all of the things 

that make them amazing.  Although the data that we 

receive is useful, there are many other tests and 

assessments that the school carries out that gives us 

even more valuable information on student progress.  

Congratulations to all of the students for the mature way 

they have participated in the assessments.  We will send 

home results to families as soon as they become 

available. 
 

This weekend the Church celebrates the Feast of 

Pentecost.  This is the time when the Holy Spirit came 

upon the Apostles and gave them the courage to go out 

and preach the message of Jesus.  Some call this feast 

day the birthday of the Church.  We will celebrate this 

feast day with a prayer service at our normal Monday 

assembly.  Parents are very welcome to attend. 
 

On Wednesday the students from Year 4 joined with the 

catechetical students from the Parish and participated in 

their First Eucharist retreat. I would like to thank Mrs 

Brescacin for her work in preparing the students for this.  

First Eucharist weekend takes place on the 26th and 27th 

May.  Please keep our Year 4 students in your prayers as 

they prepare for this special time.  
 

 

Continued 

 

Jordan Katherine Maddison Holly 

GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS 

The Year Twos have been busy making beautiful mini Mums! 

Ewen Jared 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   

Sun 20th May… Pentecost Sunday 

Wed 23rd May… First Eucharist Practice 4-5 pm 

Fri 25th May… Interschool Cross Country 

Sat 26th May… First Eucharist Mass 6.30pm 

Sun 27th May… First Eucharist Mass 9.30am 

Mon 28th May… Constable Care Puppet Show K-6 

Wed 30th May… Year 3 Liturgy 

Wed 30th May… West Coast Eagles Clinics 

Fri 1st June… PUPIL FREE DAY 

Mon 4th Jun… PUBLIC HOLIDAY (WA Day) 

Wed 6th Jun… Year 4 Mass 

Wed 6th Jun… Life Link Launch 10am (Newman  

   College) 

Fri 8th Jun… Lightning Carnival Winter sport  

   competition Years 5 & 6 

Wed 13th Jun… Year 5 Mass 

Fri 15th Jun… PP Assembly 

Mon 18th Jun… Life Link Day - Crazy Hat Day   

   Parade (gold coin donation) 

Wed 20th Jun… Year 2 Liturgy 

Wed 20th Jun… P&F Meeting 7.30pm 

Fri 22nd Jun… Year 1 Assembly 

Mon 25th Jun… NAIDOC Liturgy @ 9am 

Wed 27th Jun… Andrew Chinn School Incursion K-6 

Fri 29th Jun… Year 6 Assembly 

Fri 29th Jun… LAST DAY OF TERM 2 FOR   

   STUDENTS 

Mon 16th Jul… STUDENTS RETURN TERM 3 2018 

SENT HOME TUESDAY 15th MAY 
 

★ Canteen Term Special order form 

P & F Meetings Term 2 2018 

Wednesday 20th June @ 7.30pm 

Assistant Principal’s  

Religious Education News 

 

Eucharist 2018 

On the weekend of the 26
th
 /27

th
 May, many of our Year 4 

students will be receiving the Sacrament of Eucharist for 

the first time.   

On Wednesday, the Year 4 class, along with students 

from the Parish Sacramental program, travelled to 

Schoenstatt Shrine to further develop their understanding 

of the gift of the Eucharist.  Many thanks to Mrs 

Brescacin, Mrs Swaby and parents who attended.  A 

special thanks to the parents who were so flexible and car

-pooled to travel to Schoenstatt at the last minute.    

Please keep these children and their families in your 

prayers at this special time.   

 

Pentecost 

The word Pentecost comes from the Greek language 

meaning ‘fiftieth’ day. Pentecost Sunday ends the season 

of Easter. Jesus disciples were gathered for the first 

Pentecost for the 50th day after the Passover. As they 

gathered together they experienced the Holy Spirit 

empowering them. In Christian tradition, Pentecost is 

celebrated as the arrival of the Spirit, which animated the 

disciples to spread the Gospel of Jesus and gather 

believers to form what would eventually become the 

Church.  

On Monday morning, the Year 1 class (with some Yr 5 

helpers) will help us remember and celebrate the 

Pentecost Story.  We warmly invite all family and 

friends to join us in the Undercover Area at 9am.  

 

THANKS FOR FIXING THE LECTERN 

Our school lectern, that gets wheeled around a lot, was 

looking more than a bit tired and run down.  Over the 

school holidays, Mr Colin Hadfield (Mitchell and  

Maddison’s Grandad) was able to fix it and make it like 

new.  We would like to extend our special thanks for his 

time and efforts to help our  

 

Karen Keddie 

Assistant Principal RE 

LOST SCHOOL JUMPER 

Joshua H, (Year 2), has lost his school jumper. 

The jumper has his name in it. Could you please 

check in your child's school bag to make sure it hasn’t 

been placed in their school bag by mistake. 

 
 

PRE-PRIMARY & YEAR 6 PARENTS 

Pre-Primary Assembly will now be held on Friday 15th 

June and Year 6 Assembly will be held on Friday 29th 

June. 

We apologise for any inconvenience this may cause. 

I would like to inform families that, due to particular 

circumstances, the Year 6 and Pre-Primary assembly 

dates have been swapped with each other.  The Year 6 

assembly will now take place on the 29th June and the 

Pre-primary assembly will take place on the 15th June.  

We apologise if this causes any inconvenience. 

 

Have a great week. 

 

 
 

Mark Powell 
PRINCIPAL 



BATTERY RECYCLING 
We are very pleased to “do our bit” for 

the environment by offering recycling 

collection for household batteries. You 

can drop your batteries off in the  metal 

collection bin in the hallway opposite the 

Year 3 class room. 

Friday Giving 

Don’t forget our Friday Giving Appeal to 

help the needy. 

Please bring your donations of canned 

foods or non-perishables, etc. to school 

for collection each Friday. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

SPORTS REMINDER 

Students will need to wear full sports 

uniform with representative polo on 

Monday 21st May. 

YEAR 5 NEWS 
 

Year 5 have been tackling the NAPLAN this week with a 

great attitude.  I have been really impressed with their 

positive, “can do” approach.   

As part of our Literature program, we read the hilarious 

novel “Billionaire Boy” by David Walliams and on Tuesday 

we watched the film version to compare the two 

narratives.  We found that the film had many differences, 

but that the central theme of the book was still strong - 

family and friends are more important than money.  We 

were also interested to see what was added and 

discussed why the film makers changed elements of the 

story.    

We hope that all our mums had a wonderful Mother’s Day 

and loved their presents.  The Year 5s really enjoyed 

making the colourful coasters and coming up with the ‘10 

Reasons their Mum is the Best’! 
 

Karen Keddie & Jess Savory 

YEAR 3 NEWS 

Year 3 have done a fantastic job this week with their first 

time completing NAPLAN. All students have worked so 

hard in class and at home revising their literacy and 

mathematic knowledge and it has all paid off!  

This week we continued with our Australian map and 

looked at more natural features. The students loved 

looking at the Great Barrier Reef, Uluru, the Three Sisters 

and the Twelve Apostles.  

We hope all Year 3 Mums had a great Mother’s Day on 

the weekend and were absolutely spoilt by their children. 

Students loved writing a persuasive text on why their 

mum is the BEST in the world!  
 

Christina Zurzolo 

3YOP Enrolments 2019 
Applications for our 3 Year Old Program 2019 
are currently being accepted. Confirmation 
of our 3YOP 2019 going ahead will be 
announced early in Term 3, so please make 
sure your applications are handed into the 
office before this time.  
Limited places will be available! 
Applications are available from 
the office or you can download one from our 
website www.gibney.wa.edu.au 

CANTEEN NEWS 

The Canteen is in need of a few more helpers on 

Tuesdays and Fridays. If you can spare a few hours 

on either day that would be great (on Tuesday I only 

need someone until recess). If you would like to 

volunteer please either see Alison at the Canteen or 

leave your details with the office.  

Thank you in anticipation. 
 

Alison Honter 

Canteen 

ATTENTION MGCPS FAMILIES 

Parents please advise the office  of any changes to your       

address and phone numbers (mobile, home and work). 

Also, any changes to your emergency contact names 

and their phone numbers. It is very important we have 

the correct details in case we need to contact you. 

FOUND 

Prescription glasses with a honeycomb design on the 

corner of the arms. The frame is metal & bronze in colour 

with the arms being plastic & 

brown in colour. The glasses 

were found on the oval at the 

Cross Country Carnival last 

Thursday 10th May. Please 

collect them from the office.   

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.organicschools.com.au%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FCanteen%2Fschool-canteen.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.organicschools.com.au%2Fcanteen%2F&docid=FJchp71uCDGBbM&tbnid=-klwi9R3IAF_tM%3A&w=380&h=249&ei


KINDY NEWS 
 

Thank you to all mums and nannas who came to our afternoon tea last Thursday. It was wonderful to see you all and 

hope you had an enjoyable afternoon. 

Just a reminder that Reading and Library books are returned on Mondays. Your child’s reading book will not be changed 

if the reading log has not been signed or if the book and question sheet are not returned. The log book need only be 

signed once for the week. 

We are learning to listen for long sounds at the beginning of words. We have so far leant ‘m’ and ‘l’.  We are also still 

clapping the beats in words as well as beginning to learn to write our names. 

We thank Mrs Tormay who has been with us for the last three weeks. It was wonderful that she could help us.  
 

Saroya Powell, Lucy Marchetti & Sylvie Spadaccini 






