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NEWSLETTER  No. 37 
23rd November 2017 

Dear Parents, Friends and Students 
 

Thank you to the parents who attended our Annual 

Community Meeting last night.  It was good to see such a 

large number of parents attend the meeting and hear  

reports from the School Board, the School Principal and 

the Parents and Friends Association.  I would like to thank 

the members of the School Board and Parents and 

Friends Association who organised the refreshments for 

the conclusion of the meeting.  At the meeting last night, 

the School Board for 2018 was set.  At a special meeting 

next Wednesday, office bearers will be elected so I will 

inform the community of the membership of the Board in 

next week’s newsletter. 
 

The Executive of the P&F was elected last night and will 

be as follows for 2018: 

President – George Coldham 

Vice President – Michelle Steward 

Secretary – Joseph Rickerby 

Treasurer – Natasha Alleway 

I would like to thank each of these people for their 

generosity in offering their time and talents in order to 

serve the school community.  I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the outgoing Executive of Mike 

Feltham and Mike Belletty.  Both have done a fantastic 

job in leading the P&F throughout this year and I thank 

them for their efforts.  There were still quite a few places 

available on the parent class representative list.  I would 

ask all our parents to think seriously about nominating 

themselves for this important role.  Without each of the 

classes having representation, the P&F will not run 

effectively. 
 

Our next assembly will take place on Friday 24th 

November.  The Year 3 class will be hosting this 

assembly.  All parents and members of our community 

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 

(Ephesians 4:2) 

are invited to join with us.  It will begin at 9:00am and it 

will be held in the undercover area.  Our next assembly 

will take place on Friday December 1st.  This will be 

hosted by our Year 6 class and it will be their final 

assembly at our school. 
 

The Year 1 class will be holding their Liturgy of the Word 

on Wednesday 29th November.  It will begin at 9:00am 

and it will be held in the Sacred Space.  All parents and 

members of our community are invited to join with the 

Year 1 class and then stay on for the morning tea that will 

follow. 
 

Our End of Year Concert will take place on Friday 

December 1st.  The children have been working very hard 

each Tuesday on their Edu dance items and are looking 

forward to sharing their dance with you.  The concert will 

take place in our undercover area and it will start promptly 

at 6:00pm.  A bell will sound at 5:50pm reminding children 

that they are to go to their classroom.  At the completion 

of the concert, all of the children will be taken back to their 

classrooms where they will need to be signed out by their 

parents.  We look forward to a very enjoyable evening. 
 

I would like to inform all our families that Mrs Freda 

Farmand will be taking a year’s leave from our school in 

2018.  On behalf of the school community, I would like to 

wish Freda a very enjoyable and restful time away from 

school life.  Miss Felicity Martinz has been employed to 

work in our school in Freda’s absence.  I will announce all 

the staff placings in next week’s newsletter. 

 
 

Mark Powell 
PRINCIPAL 

GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS 

The Year 2’s have been creative by making Rudolph’s! 



YEAR 3 NEWS 

This week in Year Three we have been busy practising 

for assembly.  

We have our excursion on Monday 27th November with 

Pre-Primary to Constable Care Child Safety Foundation. 

All students will wear their sport uniform and bring their 

recess and lunch in a plastic bag. 

On Tuesday we have a dress rehearsal for Edu Dance. 

Can students please bring their high knee white socks, 

white t-shirt, black shorts (or sport shorts) and any green 

accessories to change into.  

Christina Zurzolo  

CANTEEN ROSTER  

Fri 24th Nov Janine H & Saroya P 

Tues 28th Nov 
Pat P 

CAN YOU HELP 

Fri 1st Dec Natasha A & Natalie F 

Tues 5th Dec CAN YOU HELP 

Fri 8th Dec CAN YOU HELP 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   

Fri 24th Nov….. Year 3 Assembly 

Mon 27th Nov…. PP & Yr 3 Excursion Constable  

   Care Traffic Safety 9am - 2pm 

Tues 28th Nov… Kindy 2018 Information Session @  

   2.15pm 

Wed 29th Nov…. Year 1 Liturgy @ 9.00am 

Fri 1st Dec…….. Year 6 Assembly 

Fri 1st Dec…….. End of Year Concert  Kindy to Yr 6 

Thurs 7th Dec…. Thanksgiving Graduation Mass @  

   9.00am 

Fri 8th Dec…….. Year 6 Excursion 

Fri 8th Dec…….. END OF TERM 4 FOR STUDENTS 

YEAR 2 NEWS 

On Tuesday we had a wormtastic time learning more 

about worms and the important job they do. Most of the 

children loved feeling the worms, looking for eggs and 

looking under the magnifying glasses. We even got to 

make our own worm farm. Many thanks to Mrs Brescacin 

for organising this fun and interesting incursion for us. 

The countdown is on for the Edu-Dance concert! On 

Tuesday the children need to bring in a plain coloured      

t-shirt with black shorts, pants or a skirt to change into for 

our Edu-Dance session. 
 

Gina Nickels 

SENT HOME FRIDAY 17th NOVEMBER 

★ Canteen Term special order form 

Assistant Principal’s  

Religious Education News 

St Vincent De Paul Hampers 

A HUGE THANK YOU to all our families for your 

generous contributions to the 

Hamper Appeal.  Our classrooms 

collection points are overflowing so 

we have created an area in our 

staffroom to manage the wonderful 

efforts of MGCPS.  We encourage 

all families to donate, as every 

contribution will make a difference 

to the elderly, disadvantaged and those struggling this 

Christmas.  
 

Thanksgiving and Graduation Mass  

Our final Mass for the year will be held on Thursday 7
th
 

December at 9am in the undercover area.  We invite all 

parents and families from our school community to join 

with us, giving thanks to God for his many blessings this 

year.  It is also an opportunity to farewell our Year 6 

students, and other students and their families, who may 

be leaving us.    
 

Karen Keddie 

Assistant Principal RE 

Thanksgiving & Graduation Mass 
You are all warmly invited and encouraged to join  

us for our Thanksgiving and Graduation Mass  on 

Thursday, 7th December at 9.00 a.m. at Matthew 

Gibney Catholic Primary School 

undercover area. 

Please join our school community 

on this very special occasion.  

Library News 
 

Just a reminder that this week is the last week of book 
borrowing for the year.  All books should be returned next 
week before the start of the  stock take. Thank you to all 
the students for their enthusiasm throughout the year and 
a huge thank you to Catrina White and Donna Masters 
for all  the book covering they have done throughout the 
year and to Tricia Ruck for her marathon effort over the 
past two weeks.  Have a safe and happy holiday and 
remember that public libraries are a good source of 
books, dvds, talking books, magazines, etc. 
 

Sallie Hosking 



YEAR 4 NEWS 
 

Much excitement was had in Year 4 on Tuesday when our wonderful worm incursion arrived. The children enjoyed 

learning about worms, finding out about how important they are to recycling and discovering worms and worm eggs. The 

culmination of the incursion was that each child was able to make a worm farm to bring home. 

Edu Dance concert is next Friday 1st December. On Tuesday 28th December children will be having a full dress 

rehearsal. Children are dressing up as pirates and are required to wear a plain black t-shirt, plain black pants/shorts and 

a red bandana. Scars, beards and eyepatches are optional. If your child does not have a black t-shirt or pants please get 

them to let me know tomorrow and I will organise to borrow some from our drama department. 
 

Joanne Brescacin 

YEAR 5 NEWS 
 

This week, the roles in Year 5 were swapped and the 

students became the teacher.  Each student prepared a 

lesson to “teach the teacher”.  I have learnt so much from 

our very clever, talented and passionate Year 5 students.  

Just a few of the things I have learnt this week are 

…..how to bowl a cricket ball, kick a soccer ball, cook a 

medium rare steak, the effects of radiation on people, 

how to care for my bunny rabbit and even, how to do a 

cartwheel (a long forgotten skill!).  The students did a 

great job of writing their procedures and then giving an 

oral presentation.  Congratulations, Year 5, on a super 

week of learning. 
 

Karen Keddie & Jess Savory 

Christmas Concert 

Friday, 1st December 

Come along  for a great  

start to the festive season! 

Bring a rug! Bring a picnic! 

Gates open 5.00pm  

Concert begins 6.00pm sharp 



 

 

 

Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School  
 

President’s Report Parents and Friends Annual General Meeting – 22
rd

 November 2017 
 

Good evening and thank you all for attending tonight. It’s pleasing to see the numbers of parents and friends attending 

all P&F meetings during the year and that we see that reflected again here tonight. It makes the work of the P&F  

committee much easier when you have a strong support base to work with.   
 

In February I attended the P&F President’s Induction evening run by the Parents and Friends Federation of WA Inc 

(PFFWA). During the evening it was interesting to hear that the focus for P&F committees is now shifting from 

concentrating on fund raising to “Friend Raising”, helping us to build greater community connections. I believe that 

MGCPS P&F already has a strong focus on friend raising and has been developing this for some years. Speaking to 

the other P&F President’s showed me that we have strong commitment and support from our school community 

compared to other schools. 
 

The PPFWA also introduced a new online induction programme for the P&F Executive to complete which helps in their 

understanding of their roles. We have already received an invite for the P&F Executive to attend the 2018 PPFWA 

induction evening.  
 

Another item that was discussed was the introduction of the “Successful Learning” programme by the PFFWA. In May 

the P&F supported and funded this initiative and, with the support of the school, were able to present a day and 

evening session for parents. This was offered to the parents of children in Pre-Primary through to Year 2. The 

feedback from those who attended was encouraging and it was decided that the Pre-Primary parents / carers of 2018 

be presented the opportunity to attend this programme at the start of the 2018 school year. 
 

In September the P&F received notification from the Parents and Friends Federation of WA about their proposed 

name change. The proposed name change will be “Catholic School Parents Western Australia” (CSPWA). The 

PFFWA decided the name needs to include the word ‘Catholic’ as this gives a clear statement about their 

representation of Catholic school parents in the context of the overall education system. Continuing to identify 

‘parents’ as the main audience is also important. The work of PFFWA extends far beyond supporting P&Fs/Parent 

Groups – it benefits ALL parents in the Catholic school system whether they realise it or not. The name, ‘Catholic 

School Parents Western Australia’, will tick off the main elements of who the Federation represents and will provide a 

clearer statement about who they are and who they represent to anyone who sees the name. 
 

In February a meeting of the P&F Executive and the Parent Class representatives was held to discuss the scheduling 

and running of the four community activities and four fund raising events for the year. The schedule was created to 

ensure that all parents had the opportunity to be involved in bettering their school community. It also takes the load off 

those parents that had always found that they were the “go to” people for making events work. At the meeting it was 

decided to delegate two classes to run each of the community activities for the year and for the same grouped classes 

to each run a fund raising activity. The four Community events occur one per school term being Welcome to School, 

Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and Matthew Gibney Day. It was agreed that as the school had run a major fund raising 

event last year (“Fair”) we would only run smaller fund raising events this year. It was put to the parent class reps to 

identify what they would like to do as a fund raising activity. To their credit they were all able to decide what they 

wanted to do at this meeting saving us coming together again to schedule events. This was presented at the March 

P&F meeting for endorsement with the motion being carried. The P&F Community Activities and Fund Raising 

Schedule has worked well with parents from the scheduled groupings making themselves available to assist wherever 

required.  

 

continued 



At the last week’s P&F meeting it was decided to continue to use the schedule to plan for events in 2018. The Class 

Parent Representatives for Years 1 and 6 will be asked to organise the 2018 Welcome to School community activity with 

the assistance of the P&F committee. Once the parent representatives for 2018 have been identified a special meeting 

of the P&F committee and all the Class Parent representatives will be carried out to discuss the schedule covering 

community and fund raising activities in 2018. 
 

This year’s activities were well supported by the school community. In February the Year 2 and 6 classes held our 

“Welcome to School” evening with a large number of families attending a disco. It was a great opportunity to meet other 

families within our school community.  
 

In May the Years One and Five parents ran their community event for the year. They organised the Mother’s Day 

morning tea after the Mother’s Day Mass at St Frances of Assisi Parish Church. This was a successful outing 

recognising all those deserving mums of our school and parish communities.  
 

The Pre-Primary and Year Four parents organised and ran the Bunnings sausage sizzle fund raiser. This was run on 

Mother’s Day. Many mother’s put in time at the sausage sizzle stand giving up their time on what is a special day for 

them.  
 

August saw the “Book Week” fund raiser organised by Kindy and Year 3 parents. The children enjoyed the events 

presented by the organisers with the children provided the opportunity to dress up as their favourite book character.  
 

The Pre-Primary and Year 4 parents arranged this year’s Father’s Day breakfast. Once again this was run on the 

morning of the school athletics carnival. There was a good turnout of Dads looking for their burger and drink. It was good 

to see many of them stay for the day and cheer on their kids and respective factions during the carnival.  There were 

other benefits of having so many dads available on the day. The setting up and packing of all the equipment to run a 

successful sporting carnival was made so much easier with the many strong hands in attendance. 
 

In October the Kindy and Year 3 parents prepared their community event for the year when they organised the Matthew 

Gibney Day celebrations. This is an annual event on the school calendar celebrating the life and work of our school 

patron, Bishop Gibney.  
 

Earlier this month the Years One and Five arranged their fund raiser for the year when they provided families with an 

opportunity to have family photo packages produced. This was well supported by the families of the school.  
 

As shown, it can be seen how strong our school community is when we can see so many people make themselves 

available to help in putting all these activities together. Thank you to all those who have helped or volunteered during the 

year. Your efforts have been recognised by the school community. 
 

2017 has been a very successful year with the P&F being able to support the school in many ways from fund raising to 

general volunteering. The Parents and Friends Committee were pleased to be able to fund several requests for the 

school community. These included a $3,500 contribution to the Year 6 camp.  
 

Funding of $15,000 was provided to the school for the purchase of 30 iPads which reduced the need for students to 

have to share iPads. 
 

Further funding of $10,000 was provided for the purchase of reading books for the children. Every year the reading 

books need to be updated due to some being damaged or replaced, due to age. This funding enabled a better variety of 

reading books in each reading level. The books are shared between PP to Year 6. The P&F have annually supplied 

funding for the reading books but this year is the largest commitment from the P&F to date. It’s good to see the funds 

raised at last year’s Community Fair being used to better support the learning needs of our children. 
 

The P&F has also supplied funds for many other smaller initiatives and activities during the 2017 year.  
 

It was great to see the children wearing their new interschool sports uniforms. These were funded at the end of last year 

and worn for the first time this year. It’s a huge improvement on the old 20 year old interschool sports uniforms. 
 

The P&F Executive and committee have developed an “Events Policy” providing the P&F school community with some 

guidelines in financial planning and spending of P&F funds for all fund raising and community events. This was 

endorsed at the P&F meeting last week. Thanks to everyone who contributed to the creation of this policy.  
 

I wish to take the opportunity to thank our Principal Mark Powell. Since taking on the role of President of the P&F, I’ve 

received a lot of guidance and support from Mark. Thank you.  

 

continued 



To all the teachers and administration staff of Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School, thank you for your terrific 

efforts with our children and for your support of the P&F during the year. This was very much evident throughout the 

year in your support of many of our school activities. All your support is appreciated. 
 

To all the class parent representatives and their Coordinator, Angelina Hales, thanks for your efforts during the year. 

You play an important role within our school community. 

  

To all the volunteers, who have supported the various school activities and fund raising events during the year, thank 

you. You help our school community to grow strong. It is through the amount of support shown that we are able to see 

how successfully we are carrying out our various roles within the school community.  
 

Thanks to Michael Belletty our P&F Vice President who took up the reins of the P&F while I took some time away in 

term three. He was able to direct some important work during his time in the chair. 
 

Lastly, I want to thank the other members of the P&F executive committee for your valued work and assistance during 

the year. It’s very easy to be the President of the P&F when you have a strong team supporting you. Thanks Michael, 

Natasha and Michelle. To all those parents and friends who have attended the P&F committee meetings, thanks. 
 

This year marks my third year as President of the Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School Parents and Friend’s 

Association and as such, as per the constitution, the end of my tenure in the position. I wish the incoming President all 

the very best in taking over this important role.  

 

Thanks 

Mike Feltham 

President P&F 2017 

Matthew Gibney Catholic Primary School  





St Francis of Assisi  

Parish 


