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NEWSLETTER  No. 5   
2nd March 2017 

Dear Parents, Friends and Students 

 

On Wednesday, the students joined with the Parish to 
recognise the beginning of Lent with the Ash Wednesday 
Mass.  In his homily, Father Francis explained to the 
children that the three main focuses of Lent are 
almsgiving, prayer and fasting.  He gave some very 
practical examples of how the children could achieve this, 
so, it would be great if you could ask them at home how 
they are going to carry out each of these.  Also, forty 
students from Years 5 and 6 were inducted into the Mini 
Vinnies programme.  We applaud their generosity in 
being so willing to give up their time to help those less 
fortunate.  Thank you to Mrs Keddie and Mrs Scriven for 
the work they did in preparing the Mass and the students.  
Thank you to the staff for their support.  It was great to 
see many of our parents attending the Mass.  We thank 
you for your attendance. 
 

Our first assembly of the year will take place on Friday 
3rd March.  The Year 6 class will be showcasing the work 
that they have carried out so far this year.  All parents and 
members of our community are invited to join with us.  
The assembly will begin at 9:00am and it will be held in 
the undercover area. 
 

Attached to this newsletter is a pastoral letter from our 
Archbishop Timothy Costelloe concerning the outcome of 
the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to 
Child Sexual Abuse.  The Archbishop spent two days last 
week in front of the Commission answering questions 
related to this.  His pastoral letter is a frank admission that 
the Church handled this extremely poorly and cannot be 
defended in any way for its poor responses.  He also 
offers an apology to those who are victims.  These are 
very dark times for our Church and, by extension, our 
Catholic schools, where many of the crimes were 
committed.  Schools are committed to keeping our 
students safe and we are doing everything in our power to 
ensure that the crimes of the past do not occur in the 
future. 

 

I would like to remind families that all play equipment is 
out of bounds both before and after school.  This is 
particularly so for the younger members of our school 
community.  This is a duty of care issue and I strongly 
urge families to keep your children away from the play 
equipment. 
 

It seems that some of our students are arriving at school 
earlier and earlier each morning.  School supervision 
does not begin until 8:35am and so I ask that students do 
not arrive at school before this time.  Again, this goes 
back to student safety.  Students arriving at school before 
8:35am cannot be properly supervised and, therefore, 
their safety can’t be guaranteed. 
 

The school will be holding its Parent/Teacher meetings on 
Tuesday 21st March.  As has happened in previous 
years, school will close on this day at 12:00pm.  Children 
will need to be collected at this time. Details regarding the 
organisation of this day were sent home today and will 
also be emailed.  Please follow the instructions so that 
you can make appointments with your child/children’s 
class teacher. Also, a reminder that Monday 6th March is 
a Public Holiday and, as such, students will not be 
required at school on this day. 
 

 

Mark Powell 
PRINCIPAL 

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 
(Titus 2:11) 

GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS  GOOD NEWS 

The Year 3 children have been working on their Lenten Promises! 

Zoe Bell Mitchell Cooper Charlotte 

COOL POOL DAY REMINDER 
 

Permission slips due back by Tuesday 14th March. 

 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Fri 3rd Mar… Year 6 Assembly 

Mon 6th Mar… PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Wed 8th Mar... Rice Day Fundraiser for Project   

               Compassion (K-Yr 2) 

Thurs 9th Mar.. St John Ambulance Incursion K - 6 

Fri 10th Mar... St John Ambulance Incursion K - 6 

Sat 11th Mar… Sacramental Commitment Mass  

                    6pm 

Sun 12th Mar… Sacramental Commitment Mass   

   8am, 9.30am & 6pm 

Wed 15th Mar… Year 5 Mass 

Wed 15th Mar... Rice Day Fundraiser for Project   

               Compassion (Yr3–6) 

Wed 15th Mar… Board Meeting 6pm 

Wed 15th Mar… P & F Meeting  7.30pm 

Fri 17th Mar… Year 4 Assembly 

Fri 17th Mar… T20 Cricket Carnival Yr 6 

Tues 21st Mar… STUDENTS EARLY FINISH @ 12PM 

Tues 21st Mar… Parent/Teacher Meeting 12.30 - 6pm 

Wed 22nd Mar… Music Incursion PP - 6 

Fri 24th Mar… Year 1 Assembly 

Fri 24th Mar... Cool Pool Day 

Wed 29th Mar… Year 2 Liturgy 

Fri 31st Mar… Easter Assembly 

Tues 4th Apr - Fri 7th Apr … Year 6 Camp 

Fri 7th Apr… LAST DAY FOR STUDENTS 

Wed 26th Apr… STUDENTS RETURN TERM 2 2017  

CANTEEN ROSTER  

Fri 3rd Mar Melita B, Melissa S & Sasha T 

Tues 7th Mar Kate C & Michelle S 

Fri 10th Mar Julia B, Marilyn B & Fiona A 

P & F Meetings Term 1 2017 
 

Wednesday 15th March @ 7.30pm 

 

 

All book club orders are due  

by 3.00pm Thursday 9th March 

No late orders can be accepted. 

Thanks.  

The Bookclub Ladies 

SENT HOME TODAY 

★ Rice Day Project Compassion Fundraiser Form 

★ Project Compassion boxes 

★ Parent/Teacher/Student Interview Booking 

Instruction Form  

★ BookClub 

Assistant Principal’s  

Religious Education News 

PROJECT COMPASSION 

Today each family will receive a Project Compassion Box 

and information pamphlet.  We greatly encourage all 

families to think how they contribute or go without 

something and donate money to this very important 

charity.  Across the globe and within Australia, Caritas 

does an amazing job in helping people.    
 

RICE DAY 

The order forms for Rice Day are coming home today. 

Please note the different colours for K-2 and Years 3-6.   

The Junior Rice Day K-2 will be Wednesday March 8, and 

the Seniors 3-6 on Wednesday 15
th
 March.   

 

SACRAMENTAL ENROLMENT FORMS 

All students in Years 3, 4 and 6 will have received a 

Sacramental Information pack last week.  The Enrolment 

form needs to be brought along with you to whichever 

Mass you attend over the weekend of 11
th
 and 12

th
 March 

at St Francis of Assisi Parish.  Any student who does not 

enrol that weekend will need to attend another Mass and 

speak to Father Francis. 
 

MINI VINNIES 

We have had the most wonderful response for our Mini 

Vinnies Student Group.  On Wednesday at Mass, we 

commissioned 40 students from Years 5 and 6.  Dr Daniel 

Lombardi (WA Youth Development Officer) and three 

members of our St Francis of Assisi Parish chapter of St 

Vincent De Paul, assisted with the commissioning 

ceremony.  Congratulations! 
 

Karen Keddie 

Assistant Principal RE 

BOOKCLUB CO-ORDINATOR/S 

NEEDED 
 

Our school is seeking any interested parents to            

co-ordinate and run the School Book Club.  

Kylie Attwater, our current co-ordinator, is stepping 

down. We are most grateful for the time Kylie has given 

to the School Book Club, distributing catalogues, placing 

orders and delivering the orders to the classrooms. 

Scholastic Book Club is a great fundraiser for the school 

community and over the years the school has been able 

to purchase a lot of resources through this initiative.  

If you are interested in taking on this role please notify 

the admin office. 



KINDY NEWS 
 

The Kindy class are active in ‘SeeSaw’. This is an app 

which allows you to see photos and videos of your child at 

Kindy. Please check the letter that was sent home today 

as to how you can download the free app and access the 

information about your child. 

Billy the bear has made a few home visits and the 

children have been excitedly sharing with us what he has 

got up to. Please make sure Billy comes back with his 

PJ’s and brushes ,to us by the day stated in the letter...he 

does get a bit homesick! 

We hope you all enjoy the Long Weekend and much 

needed rest. We look forward to seeing you next 

Wednesday. 

Saroya Powell, Lucy Marchetti & Sylvie Spadaccini 

MUSIC REMINDER 

Guitar students please bring your guitar on TUESDAY for 

your lesson, due to Monday being a holiday. 
 

Thank you. 

Teresa Aldred 

YEAR 5 NEWS 

On Tuesday we had our first get-together with our        

Pre-Primary Buddies.  We practised how to receive the 

Ashes on our foreheads and ate mini pancakes (pikelets 

really!). Yesterday, as part of our new RE unit, we have 

reflected on how we can prepare for Lent, with our Lenten 

Tree.  We have put our Lenten Promises and Prayers on 

the tree, to show how we can grow closer to God in this 

time before Easter.  In English, we have been learning 

more about how to write better narratives and our focus 

this week is on using great vocabulary and description.  

We've also done some brilliant Picasso art, so if you have 

time, pop in and take a look. 
 

Karen Keddie & Jess Savory 

SCHOOL FEES 
School Fees are payable by 7th April.  
If you have any difficulties in meeting this commitment 
by the due date, you need to make an appointment to 
discuss this matter with the Principal, Mark Powell, as 
soon as possible. 
 

DIRECT DEBIT 
Fees may be paid by direct debit, enabling payments to 
be spread over the year, i.e. weekly, fortnightly or 
monthly.  Forms are available from the office. 
 

HEALTH CARE CARD TUITION FEE DISCOUNT 
SCHEME 
Parents who have a Centrelink Health Care Card or 
Pensioner Concession Card are eligible for a discount 
on their school fees.  Please complete a 2017 
Application Form at the school office.   

EASTER EGG RAFFLE 

We are now collecting for our Easter Egg Raffle. 

This popular annual event raises money for the 

needy through Project Compassion. 

Donations of eggs, bunnies, baskets, 

cellophane, ribbons etc. would be 

greatly appreciated.  Donations can be 

placed in the tub in the office. 

Easter raffle will be drawn on Friday 31st March 

after the Easter Assembly. 

YEAR 1 NEWS 
 

A big thank you to all of the parents who so generously donated their time to prepare pancake mix at home and/or 
helped the children cook the pancakes at school on Tuesday. The children had a great time!  
 

Please remember to return your Cool Pool Afternoon permission slip soon, if you have not already done so.  
 

You are always welcome to make an appointment to see me if you have any concerns about your child's progress or 
well-being.  
 

Freda Farmand 

The Year One children enjoyed cooking and eating their pancakes on Shrove Tuesday! 










